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First Documented Cases of Polygyny in the Grasshopper Sparrow
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ABSTRACT.—We studied the breeding biology of
Grasshopper Sparrows (Ammodramus savannarum) on
restored grasslands in Maryland from 1999 to present.
We report the first documented cases of social polygyny
in this species. Polygyny increased reproductive success

for males in two of four cases, but its rarity suggests it is
only a facultative behavior for this usually socially
monogamous species Received 31 J7cies










